THE SPELLBOOK 

Jordan ran excitedly into her parents bedroom. "No way Payton will find me! 

Stephen and Taylor will be crushed!". 

She knew where she'd hide, she'd hid there once before but had made the mistake of telling Payton where she was going to hide, so when Taylor found Payton, she ratted her out, making Stephen the winner. Climbing behind the bookcase. she listened to Payton finish counting. "18... 19... 20!.. Coming, ready or not!"

All of a sudden, she heard something, very softly call her name. Turning round, she saw a strange book. It gave a chilling vibe... 

The spine of the book was black, while the front was purple with a sparkly silver design. Looking closer, she saw the design actually created the shape of a wand. Picking it up, she ran from her hiding place, calling for the game to be called off for a second. In a quick moment, Taylor, Stephen and Payton were next to her, peering at the book. 

"I was hiding and I heard something call my name, then I saw this." Jordan began to explain. 

"You probably imagined the name calling part, but just open the book already!"  Payton interrupted. Jordan was the youngest sibling, she had blonde hair that reached just past her shoulders. Payton had the same length of hair, and was the second youngest. Taylor the same, she was the second oldest and loved baking! Stephen was the oldest, he had brown hair, and was obsessed with Fortnight and Star Wars. 

As Jordan opened the book, the pages began to glow, soon after a voice said, "You open the book at long last, do you wish to read it, or not?" 

They looked at each other, and Stephen replied, "We accept, we'll read this book..." 

The voice returned, as if awaiting their answer. "Very well, but first you must know the rules." 

Stephen was getting bored and said stoutly, "Then tell us! I'm beginning to think this is just some stupid prank mom and dad are pulling on us." 

The strange voice seemed offended, "Well then, perhaps you should close it and pretend this never happened, eh?" 

Stephen turned purple in rage for being cheeked by a book. "Just tell us the rules, we'll read it..." He said after much hesitation. 

The mystical voice returned to it's booming normal self. "Rule number one: You must read to the end of the book in order to complete your task. Rule number two: You must do all three tasks the book orders you to do or you shall be trapped in the book forever! The last rule: It may seem normal at first glance, but really you're under a trance. Follow it to the end, or your life won't be the same, if you complete, you'll have a chance of fame..." It died away, before seeming like it was never there... 

"Great, now we have to read the full book, we have to do all three tasks, or we'll be trapped in this silly book until the end of time? And we also have a riddle to figure out! Hurray for us, now we're stuck with some dumb book!" Taylor groaned.

As if by magic the book opened, and sucked them all into it's pages... They blinked away the bright light, three books stood before them, Jordan, was not holding the book anymore. 

"What do we do now?" Jordan broke the silence. 

"I think we might have to do the three books, three tasks and three books, each book must hold a task!" Payton figured out. 

They all agreed to do it and opened the first book.

 Taylor found herself in a room all alone... 

"Hello? Anyone there?!" She called, scared. Her reply was, "Taylor? Is that you? It's me, Stephen!" and, "It's me, Payton! Taylor where are we?" and lastly Jordan, "I'm scared, what's happening?!"  

The voice returned... "You are in the first task, facing your biggest fear!" 

Jordan's voice rang out, "So that's why there's cobwebs everywhere!"

And then Stephen called, "Guys.. I think a dragon is in here!". 

"A BULL IS IN HERE GUYS, AND IT SEEMS ANGRY!" Payton screamed. 

"We must handle these tasks, guys! We must face our fears!" Taylor shouted to the others. Suddenly, her blood ran cold, she felt cool scales slither around her feet, snakes... Forcing herself to stay calm she stood there, snakes hissed and spat at one another, and others were sliding around her legs... holding her breath she kicked... 

 *

Stephen locked eye contact with the dragon, a fiery red eye blazed back. He knew how to defeat dragons from the video games he'd played, he fell to the floor and realistically pretended to be dead. It took the bait, sniffing him. He punched it in 

the eye, it coiled back, surprised. This gave Stephen the chance he needed...

*

Payton ran in terror, the bull was charging after her. Giving a pathetic yelp, she dodged a blow. Suddenly, she realized why the bull was chasing her, it was VE Day and she was wearing a red shirt,. Pulling it off she threw it to the Bull, it landed on his face and the Bull whimpered. Payton eyed it carefully, and stroked it's head before taking her shirt off his face, and putting it back on. It licked her, and as she laughed, she continued to pet him... 

*

A huge spider approached Jordan, it's eight yellow eyes watched her from every direction, "I am Arrigog, why have you come into me and my subjects lair?" it croaked. 

"I-I didn't mean to, I'm a-afraid of spiders you see but something put me in here to face my b-biggest fear.. s-spiders!" Jordan whimpered. 

Arrigog eyed her thoughtfully, "How rude, no need to fear us, we look scary, but really we're harmless! If any of my subjects have scared you in the past, do not worry. They have meant nothing but to live a nice life.", he said, kindly. 

"I suppose spiders aren't that bad.. it's just..." She sighed, "when you move it looks...-" She cut herself off so she wouldn't be rude. 

"Scary? I know. I often get a bit spooked as well when my subjects move!" Arrigog finished for her.

Jordan laughed and replied, "Well yes, perhaps you aren't so bad..."

*

Stephen looked at the dragon in confusion. 

"Well don't just stand there! Apologize, it's not kind to punch someone in the eye!" The dragon retorted to him. 

"I'm sorry?" Stephen said confused. 

"That's better! And I forgive you, why are you here anyway? This is my cave!" The dragon said, his turn to be confused.

"I don't really know.. I would love to get out of here, I'm Stephen by the way." He said politely. 

"I'm Draco, and of course I can get you out! Hop on." Draco indicated for 

Stephen to climb onto his back. 

*

Taylor laughed as the snakes twirled round her neck, and told her how beautiful she was.

"You are so pretty, no wonder we're attracted to you!" and, "Oh darling human, how can someone as amazing as you be a mere human?" 

Then the King Cobra spoke, "As much as we love having you as our guest, I'm afraid it's time to go, everyone off the special human!" 

Two male cobras led her to a spring and told her to wait here with many goodbyes. 

*

Looking around she spotted Stephen - Wait what?! 

Stephen crashed in on a dragon, grinning at her bewildered face. 

He said, "How come you have cobras next to you?" 

"They're my friends now," she explained shortly. 

Soon they heard running hooves and turned to see a bull charging at them.. NO! 

Payton was running next to it. They slowed and walked to Taylor and Stephen, the look on Payton's face told them this: Don't ask. Some spiders hopped along the grass and they heard Jordan's happy cry behind them. 

After much explaining the children said farewell to their new found friends and teleported back to where they started, except a book was missing, the task they'd just completed. 

*

The strange voice talked again, "Your new friends will help you with this next task, think about the riddle.. wish carefully." 

They opened the second book, preparing for the new task. 

Stephen found himself with Draco, the girls.. had disappeared... 

Meanwhile, a Genie took the girls and made them Genies also.

Taylor was the Snake Genie, and when she chose the King Cobra would tell all the other snakes to do what she asked. 

Payton was the Bull Genie and was able to get the Bull to charge when she chose to. 

Jordan was the Spider Genie and was able to get Tarantulas to attack at any time. 

They appeared in front of Stephan and told him they each would grant him a wish, but if he didn't like it, their attack would happen. 

Jordan was first... "I wish that I could be a Genie!" Stephan wished. He then got a toy that looked just like him and had the word, "GENIE" on it. Daring to not say something he'd regret he said, "Thanks..." 

Payton's turn, Stephen was not  in the mood to get chased by a Bull. "Um.. I wish I wasn't your little toy to be used!" he said, and after about five minutes he said, "Nothing is happening?" 

"Duh nothing's happening, you weren't a toy in the first place!" Payton replied as if he was being stupid. 

He moved onto Taylor, also not wanting to be bit by snakes. "I wish Draco and I could be best friends." Stephen expected his love for Draco to grow but it stayed the same.

Taylor said, "Your bond is already unbreakable, nothing for me to do." 

*

"That task was easy, you will see your friends each time you sleep, but nowhere else, this was the last task you would do with your new friends." The voice came back, "Now, open the next book!" 

They looked at the last book there, they felt down because they had no time to say goodbye to their friends. 

"I suppose we have to do the last task, or we'll never see them again..." Payton said quietly. 

They all moved toward the last book, opened it, and allowed themselves to be sucked inside. 

Opening her eyes Payton looked around, Taylor and Jordan was with her, but not Stephan, she realized Taylor had a orange mermaid tail! And Jordan pink! Looking down at herself she saw she too had a tail, a purple tail that glistened.  

In the distance, she saw a shark coming, "Look! A shark!" she cried in horror. 

"Don't swim away! We need to get out of this Spell book, why'd we even begin it in the first place?" said the shark sounding oddly like Stephan... 

"Stephan? Is that you? What has the Spell book done to you? We're mermaids and you're a shark!" Payton said in dismay. 

Indeed he was, a Great White Shark to be exact! 

"Oh I wish we never played that round of Hide an' Seek so we never found the Spell book!" Jordan said unhappily, and disappeared! 

"Jordan?" They called worried, then Stephan said, "Maybe she's back home! Lets try doing the same." So they said what she did and...

Jordan woke up in her bed, her parents were tucking her in, Payton and Taylor were asleep. They turned off her bedroom light and walked out. 

Payton and Taylor jolted awake. "Was that a dream?" Jordan whispered.

"If so then we all had the same.. I wonder if Stephan did as well..." Payton said. 

"Looking for me?" Stephan came into their room and sat in their pillow den. 

"Did we dream that?" Taylor asked him. 

"I don't think so.. I'll check the bookcase, mom and dad are in the gaming room." So they sneaked down the stairs into their parents room and checked behind the Bookcase, the Spell book was there...

